The Superpowers and the Middle East
volutionary substance of Nasser's "Arab socialism",72 for example;
but distinctions were still made between this variant and the un-
diluted Soviet type.73 The "new look" in the Soviet attitude was
designed essentially to link the "bourgeois" revolutionary leaders
of the underdeveloped areas to Soviet political and ideological
interests. In practical terms, for the Middle East this meant a
close alliance with Arab nationalism and all its constituent parts.
The immediate goal was to inject Soviet political influence and
to use it as a lever for rolling back Western power and influence.
The long term goal was to transform the regimes into socialist and
ultimately communist models whose interests would presumably
be symmetrical with those of the Soviet Union.74 Peaceful coexist-
ence was the principle applied in achieving these goals. It estab-
lished the framework for policy formulation and prescribed the
instrumentalities for policy execution. War in the thermonuclear
age was considered rationally unacceptable; but this did not imply
the denial of communism's historic commitment to revolutionary
action. Accordingly, Soviet policy in the Middle East was based
on the assumption that a direct military confrontation with the
United States was to be avoided and that Soviet goals, particu-
larly in the Arab states, were to be pursued at a lower threshold
of danger, mainly through, programs of extensive military and
7:2 Kremlin's desire to foster closer relations with the UAR led to a visit
by Nasser to the Soviet Union in August 1965. In a joint communique
issued on that occasion, the Soviet leaders noted with satisfaction the
efforts of the UAR government in building and improving the economic
structure of the UAR and creating a democratic socialist state.
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